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PROCUREMENT BOARD

17 April 2019

Meeting commenced: 10:00 a.m.
Meeting ended: 10:51 a.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Hinds (in the chair) and City Mayor, Paul Dennett

IN ATTENDANCE: Christine Flisk Procurement Manager
Joanne Hardman Chief Finance Officer
Sharon Hubber Assistant Director – Specialist Services
David Hunter Assistant Director – ICT
Carol Eddleston Senior Democratic Services Advisor

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Boshell and Merry.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 April 2019 were approved as a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

5. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING ORDERS 
– JOINT RECRUITMENT OF A PROJECT WORKER – SEXUAL ABUSE 
THERAPEUTIC AND ASSESSMENT SERVICE

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking 
retrospective approval to recruit a project worker to deliver therapeutic and assessment 
interventions in partnership with Barnardos Safer Futures Harmful Sexual Abuse 
Therapeutic and Assessment Service and the Youth Justice Service.

It was confirmed that Barnardos was widely used as the provider of this highly 
specialised type of service across Greater Manchester. It provided far better value for 
money than the previously used spot purchase approach. The increasing number of 
referrals was actually a reflection of the fact that people felt more able to come forward to 
report incidents rather than evidence of an increase in the number of incidents.

RESOLVED: THAT,

1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 
paragraph 3.1 as the need for the service is so urgent that the time needed to comply 
with the rules would be impractical to the Council’s interests, and

2) A two year contract with Barnardo’s for the sexually inappropriate/harmful behaviour 
project, at a value of £54,000, be approved.
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6. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – CONTRACT AWARD – STORAGE AREA NETWORK 
REFRESH

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Service Reform seeking approval 
to award a contract for the ‘Storage Area Network’ Refresh. 

The Assistant Director – ICT provided a comprehensive overview of the challenges 
currently facing the authority, (including ageing infrastructure, disaster recovery hosting 
& capacity and operating system support) and the proposed solution that could provide 
enough on premise capacity and performance to facilitate the authority’s needs over the 
next three years, including the significant potential for digital growth across all business 
areas. 

It was accepted that the council was not as good as it could be at purging data that it no 
longer required and efforts were ongoing to encourage all areas to purge as much as 
possible where appropriate. This should help to ensure that the council’s storage 
requirements were lower when the council was preparing to go out to market again 
ahead of this new contract expiring in three years’ time.

Discussions would be held on whether cloud storage could be classified as a capital 
asset so as to reduce the implications for the revenue budget going forwards.

RESOLVED: THAT, a 36 month contract for the Storage Area Network Refresh, with a 
total value of £461,435 be awarded to ANS Group Limited.


